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Curios  and  Relics 

Clothing 

Dresses 
Worn  at  Lincoln  Receptions 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 


From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Historic  Frock  Is 
Worn  by  Local  Girl 
at  Lincoln  Exhibit 


MISS    JULIA    O.    MACPH  ERSON. 

One  of  the  most  charmine  and  in-  i 
teresting  figures  in  connection  with 
the  Lincoln  Day  exhibit  at  the  Cen- 
tennial buildins  Tuesday  was  Miss 
Julia  Orendorff  MacPherson.  daugh- 
ter of  Mrs.  Frances  MacPherson  of 
1200  Douglas  avenue. 

Miss  MacPherson  wore  the  lilue 
paper  muslin  frock  worn  more  than 
fifty  years  ago  by  Mrs.  A.  S.  Ed- 
wards, at  that  time  Miss  Josephine 
P.eiman,  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Lincoln, 
during  a  torch  light  parade  in  a 
Lincoln  campaign  celebration.  The 
dress  has  been  perfectly  preserved 
dunng  all  the  years,  and  was  the 
cause  of  much  interested  comment 
din-lne  the  exhibit. 


Relic  Exhibit  To  Be  Leading 
Educational  Feature  When 
City  Observes  Lincoln  Day 

 .«    rj*ne  exnibit  of  relics  and  costumes 

of  pioneer  days,  which  will  be  held 
this  week  in  the  Centennial  build- 
ing in  connection  with  the  observ- 
ance of  Lincoln's  birthday  anniver- 
sary, is  expected  to  be  a  novel  and 
instructive  feature  of  the  ceremonies. 
Following  the  public  meeting  Tues- 
day afternoon  at  the  court  house, 
the  Centennial  building  exhibit  will 
be  open  from  4  until  6  o'clock. 

Relics,  trinkets,  costumes  and  his- 
torical data  in  the  collection  come 
from  all  parts  of  the  state,  and  much 
of  it  is  from  the  W.  O.  Converse 
collection. 

Pioneers  To  Receive. 

A  reception  committee  of  old  resi- 
dents, all  of  whom  resided  in  this 
city  in  the  time  of  Lincoln,  will  fea- 
ture the  informal  social  program. 
The  committee  will  be  made  up  of 
Mrs.  Richard  Oglesby,  Mrs.  Paul 
Selby,  Mrs.  M.  B.  Condell,  Mrs.  Gehl- 
man,  Mrs.  Elkins,  Mrs.  J.  L.  Hudson, 
DeWitt  Smith,  George  M.  Brinker- 
hoff,  W.  O.  Converse,  James  M.  Gar- 
land and  Edward  D.  Keys. 

Young  women  in  costumes  of  the 
Civil  war  period  will  assist.  They 
are  the  Misses  Elizabeth  Smith, 
Leonora  Patton,  Clarissa  Hagler, 
Mary  Munson,  Elizabeth  Keays,  Mrs. 
Richard  Herndon  and  Julia  Mac- 
Pherson- The  last  named  will  wear 
a  dress  originally  worn  by  Josephine 
Reman,  who  was  12  years  old  at  the 
time  of  the  Lincoln  campaign.  The 
costume,  of  blue  paper  cambric,  with 
gold  trimmings,  was  later  worn  by 
Mrs-  A.  S.  Edwards,  a  niece  of  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  on  a  float  during  the  cam- 
paign of  1860. 

D.  A.'R.  Members  To  Aid. 

Members  of  the  Springfield  chap- 
ter, Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution,  will  be  in  charge  of  the 
exhibit  all  day  Wednesday.  The 
hostesses,  who  will  appear  in  Col- 
onial dress,  include  Mrs.  Louis 
Myers,  Miss  Elizabeth  Bradford,  Mrs. 
Lewis  H-  Miner  and  the  Misses 
Dorothy  and  Alice  Helmle. 

Thursday  w,ill  be  Pioneers'  day 
and  the  committee  in  charge  of  the 
exhibit  will  be  made  up  of  de- 
scendants of  old  time  families  of  the 
community.  Among  the  families 
represented  will  be  the  Jayne,  Enos 
Bergen,  Williams,  lies,  Matheny^ 
Pasfield,  Dalbey.  Garland,  Latham 
I  and  Priest- 


Box  516. 

Calera,  Alabama. 
February  22nd.  1955. 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Curator, 
Lincoln  National  Lii'e  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne,  Indiana. 

Dear  Sir:- 

I  am  taking  the  liberty  of  writing  you  in  r  gard  to  a  matter  which  I 
tru^t  will  prove  of  interest. 

I  am  the  owner  of  an  opera  cloak,  which  was  worn  by  a  lady,  who  rested 
Lmcolns  head  m  her  lap,  the  night  he  was  shot,  at  the  Ford  Theater  This 
lady  was  tne  wife  of  Major  Willard,  ana  she  was  either  in  the  box  with  the  Pres- 
dent,  or  m  an  adjoining  box;  at  any  rate,  when  he  was  shot,  she  rested  his 
head  in  her  lap,  until  he  was  remove^  from  the  theater,  and  there  are  great 
splotches  of  blood  on  the  cloak,  from  Lincols  wound. 

To  give  you  a  little  history  as  to  my  ownership  of  the  cloak,  and 
some  of  tne  details  connected  therwith,  I  wish  to  say  that  when  Mrs.  Willard 
died  a  short  while  after  this,  and  before  her  death,  she  gave  this  cloak  to  her 
sister,  who  lived  at  Fairfax,  Virginia,  and  at  her  death,  her  infant  sun,  Hon. 
Joseph  E.  Willard,  who  was  Ambassaaor  to  Spain,  during  Mr.  Wilson  tenure  of 
office,  was  raised  by  Mrs.  Wells,  the  sister  of  Mrs.  Willard.    Some  years  later 
Mrs.  .ells  become  an  invalid,  and  my  sister  was  her  companion,  and  before  her- 
Mrs.  Wells-  death,  she  gave  the  cloak  to  my  sister.      Our  home  was  at  Luray. 
Virginia.  J> 

Now  that  all  of  my  sisters  and  brothers  have  passed  away,  I  naturallv 
become  the  owner  of  this  cloak.    After  the  last  of  my  family  had  passed  away, 
I  moved  such  family  relics  that  I  wanted  to  preserve  to  my  home  in  Alsbams 
ana  among  the  things  I  moved  was  this  cloak.  ' 

The  papers  published  at  that  time  in  Washington  should  verify  the 
statement  I  have  made  above. 

•■+%.  *i.    J  b!1:Lre  this  Cluak'  is  the  only  thing  in  existence,  that  is  stained 
with  the  blood  of  our  Martyred  President.    I  would  be  very  glad  to  dispose  of 
it,  and  I  know  of  place  more  appropiate  for  it,  than  in  your  custody. 

I  dont  want  to  leave  the  impression  with  you,  that  I  am  a  "schemer" 
and  a  man,  who  is  trying  to  realize  money,  by  making  a  mis-statement.    I  am  a 
Civil  Engineer  by  profession,  and  aid  a  Consulting  business  for  a  number  of 
years  in  New  York,  and  have  aone  work  in  most  States  of  the  Union.    I  can  give 
you  references  as  to  my  integrity,  from  many  of  the  leading  men  of  the  country. 

I  would  like  very  much  to  dispose  of  this  garment,  and  will  be  very 
glad  to  near  from  you  in  this  connection. 

I  am  now  connected  with  the  Public  Works  Administration,  and  have 
charge  oi  the  work  here,  as  Resident  Engineer  Inspector. 


I  shall  be  very  glad  to  hear  from  you. 

Very  truly  yours 

J.  B.felker. 


Brief  History  of  Opera  Coat 

Showing 
Blood  Stains  from  wound  of 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN,  


I  own  an  Opera  Coat  that  was  worn  "by  the  wife  of  Major 

Willard  -  who  was  an  officer  in  the  Federal  Army,  and  who  owned 
the  Willard  Hotel  in  Washington  -  who  was  at  the  Ford  Theater  the 
night  Lincoln  was  shot,  and  was  in  a  BOX  adjoining  the  one  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  Lincoln;  afteiJ  he  was  shot,  she  held  his  head  in  her 
lap  until  he  was  removed  from  the  theater.  The  wound  bled  pro- 
fusely andleft  quite  a  number  of  blood  stains  on  her  coat. 

Mrs.  Willard  was  the  Mother  of  Hon.  Joseph  E.  Willard, 
who  at  one  time  was  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  later 
was  Ambassador  to  Spain  during  Mr  Wilsons1  term  of  office.  Mrs. 
Willard  died  when  her  son  was  an  infant,  and  a  very  near  relative 
Mrs.  Wells,  of  Fairfax,  Virginia    raised  the  boy.    Before  her 
death  she  gave  this  Coat  to  Mrs.  Wells  who  kept  it  many  years. 
Mrs.  Wells  and  my  sister  were  great  friends,  and  before  her  death 
she  gave  it  to  my  sister,  who  lived  at  Luray,  Virginia. 

Several  years  ago,  when  the  last  of  my  family  passed 
away,  I  brought  a  number  erf  the  old  family  relics  to  my  home 
here  in  Alabama,  and  among  them  was  this  Coat. 

The  above  are  the  facts  as  I  know  them.    I  want  to  dis- 
pose of  the  coat,  and  want  it  to  get  in  the  hands  of  of  some  one 
who  can  give  it  proper  care,  and  will  appreciate  it  for  its  asso- 
ciation with  Lincoln. 

The  coat  was  on  exhibition  at  the  Hotel  Lincoln,  in 
New  York  in  1936,  where  many  Lincoln  Exhibits  were  shown,  and 
great  interest  was  given  this  coat. 

I  trust  what  I  have  written  will  be  of  sufficient  in- 
terest to  some  one    to  induce  them  to  buy  it. 

J.  B.  Walker, 
Civil  Engineer, 
R.  F.  D.  #  1. 
Huntsville,  Alabama. 
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February  26,  1935 


Mr.  J.  B.  Walker 
Box  316 

Calera,  Alabama 

Dear  Mr,  Walker: 

We  ware  very  glad  to  receive  ycrar  letter  concern- 
ing the  opera  cloak  of  Lincoln,  which  la  now  in  your  posses- 
sion.   X  am  sure  this  piece  of  clothing  would  make  a  very 
fine  addition  to  any  Lincoln  museum.    In  our  collection 
here  at  ?ort  Wayne  w©  gather  principally  information  con- 
cerning Lincoln.    Our  collection  is  composed  of  books, 
pamphlets,  manuscripts,  and  documents  concerning  his  life. 
We  have  never  developed  very  far  a  collection  of  museum 
items,  and  for  that  reason  I  do  not  think  we  would  be 
interested  in  the  purchase  of  your  opera  cloak. 

We  are  very  glad  to  receive  this  information 
concerning  this  piece  of  clothing  and  your  letter  shall  be 
placed  in  our  curio  files.    In  the  event  that  at  soma  later 
date  we  might  be  interested  in  the  purchase  of  such  items, 
we  shall  gladly  correspond  with  you  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

Tours  very  truly, 


Librarian 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 


BOM; SB 

B.  0.  McMurtry 


Fifty-One.  . 


IN  SENTIMENTAL  GOWN 


For  Lincoln's  birthday,  Miss  Frances  Adelaide  Boyer  dons  the 
gown  her  great-grandmother,  Frances  Adelaide  Pierce,  wore  at  a 
reception  liven  for  President  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1858  in  Springfield, 
111.  Her  grandmother  was  only  M  years  old  at  the  time  she  wore  this 
simple  green  and  rose  plaid  dress,  which  is  now  a  family  treasure, 
Miss  Boyer  is  the  daughter  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  I'hland  Boyer,  who  came 
to  Seattle  ten  years  ago  from  the  East.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Washington,  a  member  of  the  Seattle  Tennis  Cluh,  the 
Women's  University  Club  and  the  Washington  Ski  Club.  She  enjoys 
sailing  in  the  summer  with  her  brother,  Uhland,  Jr.,  on  his  flattie,  the 
Fifty-One. -*-'<- -  "  A~c  4-+*.  - ■  <  >/'3/?ej. 


— Grand  Rapids  Press  Photographer. 

"Old  Abe"  Was  Charmed  by  This  Model 

This  gown  went  to  Abraham  Lincoln's  inaugural  ball  in  1861 
and  came  forth  again  last  Wednesday  to  adorn  Mrs.  Orson  S. 
Nichoson  at  the  Washington  birthday  luncheon  of  the  DAR. 
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